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WASTE MANAGEMENT — CONTAINER DEPOSIT SCHEMES — EUROPEAN STUDY TRIP 
Statement 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Environment) [6.02 pm]: I would like to 
report on my recent travel to Europe to study the implementation and operation of best-in-class container deposit 
schemes and waste management facilities in three countries. Learnings from this trip have already contributed to 
the design of Western Australia’s container deposit scheme, which is one of the McGowan government’s election 
commitments. 

I visited state-of-the-art waste processing facilities and gained valuable information that will help us rise to the 
challenge of improving waste management here in Western Australia. The program included a visit to Lithuania, 
where Europe’s most recent container deposit scheme is returning 92 per cent of eligible containers after just two 
years of operation. The Lithuanian scheme is based on a retail obligation model under which businesses that sell 
eligible drink containers are obliged, with few exemptions, to take back those containers and pay the consumer the 
deposit for those containers. 

We also visited Norway, where a container deposit scheme is well established, and is backed by an award-winning 
marketing and education program. We saw firsthand how a container deposit scheme can work closely with 
industry and other recycling systems, such as the kerbside recycling we have here in Western Australia, to deliver 
a highly successful scheme with great longevity. 

The visit ended in Germany, where sorting facilities combined with reprocessing operations demonstrated the 
commercial value of high-quality, source-separated re-useable mixed plastics in a circular economy. It was 
a valuable tour, on which the delegation got to interact with and ask detailed questions of international leaders in 
the fields of container deposit schemes and waste management. The world is moving very quickly in both of these 
areas and it was a great privilege to hear directly from the people who are helping to shape the future. 

I hereby table a travel report from the trip, and look forward to using the information gained on this tour to deliver 
great outcomes for the container deposit scheme and waste management in Western Australia. 

[See papers 1532 and 1533.] 
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